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Chandigarh, May 28
In a significant ruling with
implications for cooperative
group housing societies
across Haryana, the State
Information Commission
(SIC) has held that any
information accessible to
the Registrar of Coopera-
tive Societies can be provid-
ed under the Right to Infor-
mation (RTI) Act.

The ruling comes amid
repeated claims by several
group housing societies
that they are outside the
RTI ambit because they
neither receive government
aid nor qualify as “public
authorities” under the Act.

“Once the respondent
public authority (Registrar,
Co-operative Societies) has
the legal authority to access
the information from the
Society, the same cannot be
denied to the appellant
merely on the ground that
the Society is not a public
authority under Section
2(h) of the RTI Act,” the
Commission observed.

The order was passed by
the Bench of Dr Ajay Kumar
Sura while directing the
office of the Registrar, Coop-
erative Societies, Haryana,
to provide the complete
“unedited videography” of
the General Body Meeting
of the New Haryana Officers
Cooperative Group Housing

Society Ltd., Panchkula,
held on July 8, 2023.

The society has retired
IAS, IPS and HCS officers
among its members.

The case arose after
retired District and Ses-
sions Judge Kuldip Jain
sought, through an RTI
application filed on Sep-
tember 5, 2023, a certified
copy of the unedited video
recording and minutes of
the meeting. While the min-
utes were provided, the
video footage was denied.

The society argued that the
videography was its property
and that it did not fall within
the ambit of a “public
authority” under the RTI
Act. During hearings, former

society president and retired
IAS officer Satwanti
Ahlawat submitted that the
society was “fully owned,
controlled and financed by
its members, not by the
Haryana Government.” Lat-
er, another former president,
retired IAS officer Renu
Phulia, argued that the dis-
cussions captured in the
video were personal matters
of members with no public-
interest connection.

Rejecting the contention,
the Commission said the
issue was “not whether the
Society itself is a public
authority, but whether the
information sought by the
appellant is accessible to
the office of Registrar Coop-

erative Societies.”
The SIC noted that the

Registrar exercises statuto-
ry, supervisory and regula-
tory control over coopera-
tive societies and had
already directed the society
on August 7, 2023, to fur-
nish the videography.

Citing Section 2(f) of the
RTI Act, the Commission
held that “information” also
includes material relating to
any private body that can be
accessed by a public authority
under any existing law. The
Commission further directed
the Registrar to initiate
action under the Haryana
Cooperative Societies Act
and related rules if the socie-
ty fails to comply.

Information Commission widens RTI
access to cooperative housing societies
Orders Registrar to provide video of society’s annual general body meeting
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Chandigarh, May 28
The Punjab and Haryana
High Court has stayed the
Haryana Government’s
order suspending four doc-
tors for failing to improve
the sex ratio.

The order dated May 18,
issued by ACS Health and
Family Welfare, Dr Sumita
Misra, had suspended Dr Tina
Anand, Senior Medical Officer
(SMO) at Community Health
Centre (CHC), Purkhas in
Sonepat; Dr Vijay Parmar,
SMO at CHC Radaur in Yamu-
nanagar; Dr Satpal, SMO at
CHC Chiri in Rohtak; and Dr
Prabha, Medical Officer at
CHC Sehlang in Narnaul.

The reason cited in the
suspension order was “poor
performance and failure to
ensure effective monitoring
and implementation of
measures relating to
improvement of sex ratio”.
Disciplinary proceedings
under Rule 7 of the
Haryana Civil Services

(Punishment and Appeal)
Rules, 2016, were also initi-
ated against the doctors.

In the high court, they con-
tended through their counsel
that if proceedings under
Rule 7 of the 2016 Rules are
initiated solely on the basis of
data, there is every likelihood
of false implications and of
fabricated cases being regis-
tered under the Pre-Concep-
tion and Pre-Natal Diagnostic
Techniques (Prohibition of
Sex Selection) Act.

It was further submitted that
the action by the Haryana
Government was arbitrary
and has been taken with a pre-
determined mind, without
proper consideration of the
material available on record
and the settled legal position
governing the issue. “Till the
next date of hearing, further
proceedings pursuant to the
suspension order dated May
18, 2026, against the petition-
ers shall remain stayed,” said
the high court order.

The Bench of Justice
Sandeep Moudgil issued the

notice to the state govern-
ment for reply and posted
the matter for October 27.

The court further ordered
that, in light of the stay
granted, Dr Satpal be per-
mitted to join back at his
original place of posting.

Earlier, the high court had
stayed a similar order issued
by the Health Department
on December 8, 2025, against
Dr Tarun Singla as well. He
was placed under suspen-
sion and disciplinary pro-
ceedings under Rule 7 of the
Haryana Civil Services (Pun-
ishment and Appeal) Rules,
2016, were ordered to be ini-
tiated against him on the
ground of lack of improve-
ment in the sex ratio in the
areas falling under the con-
trol of his CHC.

Haryana Civil Medical Ser-
vices Association chief Dr
Anil Yadav said, “Doctors
cannot be held responsible
for the poor sex ratio in their
area. There are various fac-
tors behind it. Society’s
mindset needs to change.”

HC stays suspension of four
doctors over poor sex ratio
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Panipat, May 28
The BJP on Thursday
appointed Dr Archana Gup-
ta as its new state president.
Gupta, who was serving as
the state general secretary
of the party, is the second
woman to become the state
party president in 43 years.
Earlier, Dr Kamla Verma
was the state president
from 1980 to 1983.

A gold medallist in radiol-
ogy, Gupta replaces Mohan
Lal Badoli, who was serving
on the post since 2024. 

Gupta is considered a
close aide of former CM and
Union Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar, and top party
leaders and RSS func-
tionaries in the state. 

As per party sources,
some more people were in
the race for the post, but the
main contest was between
Cabinet minister Krishan
Bedi and Gupta. As Vaishya
(Bania) are said to be the
cadre vote bank of the party,
the top leadership also con-
sidered the names of for-
mer MLA Asim Goyal and
Deepak Mangla.

With her appointment,
the BJP has succeeded in
balancing the caste equa-
tion in the state, as only
Cabinet minister Vipul
Goel belongs to Vaishya

community. Three leaders
from the community —
Cabinet ministers Asim
Goel and Kamal Gupta,
and Speaker Gyan Chand
Gupta — were in the previ-
ous BJP government. 

There were rumours
about replacing Badoli fol-
lowing allegations of rape at
a resort in Himachal
Pradesh in the beginning of
last year. However, the con-
troversy ended after he got
a clean chit from the court.
After Nitin Nabin took over

as the national party presi-
dent, the speculation
gained ground. 

As the Panipat district
president, Gupta took the
initiative to connect vil-
lagers with the party and
formed village-level com-
mittees. During her tenure,
Panipat was always on top
during the party’s internal
assessment.

Apart from political par-
ticipation, she is also active
in social and religious pro-
grammes. 

Dr Archana Gupta is
new state BJP president
Second woman to lead party in state in 43 years

EXAMPLE OF WOMEN EMPOWERMENT 

} I thank senior BJP leaders for trusting me with the
post. People should see how the BJP has worked to

empower women in Haryana. In contrast,
the Congress and Trinamool Congress
have actively worked to deny women their

rights. My priority will be to strengthen
the party and connect more women

with the party.~— Dr Archana Gupta

POLITICAL RISE
n Born in Samalkha in 1968,

Dr Gupta runs a diagnostic
centre in Panipat. Her
grandfather, Lala Sooraj
Bhan, was a freedom fight-
er. She pursued MBBS
(MD) in radiology from
Rohtak in 1994

n Joined the VHP and
launched the Indian Health

Line from Panipat. She
served as the district coor-
dinator from 2010 to 2016

n Was appointed district
president of the party
Mahila Morcha in 2016,
and Panipat party presi-
dent in 2020 

n Was appointed state gen-
eral secretary in 2024

Seeks reply from state; Oct 27 next date of hearing
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Gurugram, May 28
Clashes broke out between
rival groups in two villages
of Nuh district following
Bakrid prayers on Thurs-
day, leaving more than 12
people injured in separate
incidents. Police inter-
vened in both cases,
admitted the injured to
hospitals and launched
investigations.

The first incident was
reported from Nizampur
village, where tensions
linked to an old panchayat
election rivalry triggered
violence soon after Eid
prayers. According to
police and eyewitnesses,
members of the Jamil
Sarpanch and Ramzi
groups were returning
from the eidgah after

offering prayers when an
argument broke out
between the two sides.

The verbal altercation
quickly escalated into a
violent clash, with both
groups allegedly pelting
stones and attacking each
other with sticks and
axes. The sudden vio-
lence created panic in the
village, forcing residents
to run for safety.

More than six people
sustained injuries in the
clash. Police personnel
from the Akera police
station rushed to the spot
and brought the situation
under control after con-
siderable effort. Security
has been tightened in the
village and additional
police personnel
deployed as tensions con-
tinue to prevail.

Inspector Virendra
Kumar, SHO of Akera
police station, said, “Nei-
ther party has filed a com-
plaint yet. Police are mon-
itoring the entire matter
and will take action
according to the law if a
complaint is received.”

In another incident, a
bloody clash broke out
between two groups in
Singar village over an old
rivalry. What began as a
minor altercation soon
turned violent, with mem-
bers of both sides attack-
ing each other using
sticks and iron rods.

More than half a dozen
people were injured in the
violence.

After receiving informa-
tion, police from Bichor
police station reached the
village and brought the

situation under control.
The injured were admit-
ted to the Community
Health Centre in Pun-
hana, where they are
undergoing treatment.

Doctors said the condi-
tion of one of the injured
persons remains critical
after he suffered a serious
head injury. Following
first aid, he was referred
to Shaheed Raja Hasan
Khan Mewati Medical Col-
lege at Nalhar for
advanced treatment.

Dr Jatin Beniwal, physi-
cian at the Community
Health Centre, Punhana,
said, “Doctors are treating
all the injured according
to their injuries.”

Inspector Sukhbir, SHO
of Bichor police station,
said no complaint had
been received so far.

Over 12 injured in clashes after
Bakrid prayers in Nuh villages
Additional forces deployed as violence linked to old rivalries erupts
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Gurugram, May 28
The Haryana Government
has once again sought an
additional year to clear the
massive Bandhwari landfill
site on the Gurugram-Farid-
abad border, prompting
Union Housing and Urban
Affairs Minister Manohar
Lal to direct officials to com-
plete the remediation work
within the next 12 months.

The landfill site, which has
remained under scrutiny for
years due to repeated fires,
leachate contamination, envi-
ronmental hazards and civic
complaints, has missed multi-
ple cleanup deadlines since
2018. Even as remediation
efforts continue, fresh dump-
ing of municipal waste from
Gurugram and Faridabad has
added to the burden at the site.

During his visit to the
Bandhwari waste disposal
plant on Thursday, the
Union Minister reviewed the
ongoing garbage disposal
and bio-remediation work
and instructed officials to
accelerate the process.

He directed authorities to
submit a detailed daily
progress report every 24
hours to ensure continuous
monitoring of the cleanup
operation. At present, two
agencies are engaged in
waste disposal and remedi-
ation work at the landfill.
Stressing that there should
be “no laxity” in the
process, Khattar directed
officials to deploy addition-
al agencies so that the
waste mountain could be
cleared within the stipulat-
ed timeframe.

The minister also asked

officials to identify a sepa-
rate site for the disposal of
fresh waste to ensure that
new dumping does not
obstruct the clearance of
the legacy waste already
accumulated at Bandhwari.

Following the inspection,
Khattar chaired a high-level
review meeting at the PWD
Rest House with senior offi-
cials from Gurugram and
Faridabad. During the meet-
ing, he said sanitation and
waste management
remained the primary
responsibility of municipal
corporations and should be
treated with the highest pri-
ority. “Cities become the
identity of a country, and vis-
itors from abroad first see
these urban centres,” he said,
while stressing the need to
maintain world-class cleanli-
ness standards.

Reiterating that the Band-

hwari landfill must be com-
pletely cleared within a year,
he assured officials that any
hurdles affecting the reme-
diation work would be
resolved immediately.

To strengthen monitoring
and transparency, the min-
ister directed officials to
conduct regular drone sur-
veys of the landfill site. He
said modern technology
would help track both the
pace and quality of the
remediation process.

The minister also reviewed
Gurugram’s sanitation sys-
tem and instructed officials to
ensure that garbage was not
visible at any public place in
the city. He suggested dividing
all municipal wards into seven
zones and assigning officers of
the rank of Additional Com-
missioner and Joint Commis-
sioner to monitor each zone for
better accountability.

Bandhwari cleanup delayed yet again;
Centre sets fresh one-year target

Union minister Manohar Lal Khattar at the Bandhwari landfill
site on Thursday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

Khattar orders daily progress reports, drone surveys to speed up work

Police, villagers clash
after encounter in Nuh
SanjayYadav

Gurugram, May 28
Panic gripped Ghuspethi vil-
lage in Nuh district last night
when villagers managed to
free a notorious criminal,
Shahid, alias Advani, from
police custody. The police had
nabbed him and his accom-
plice after a brief encounter. 

The villagers also vandalised
a vehicle belonging to the
criminal and a private police
vehicle. A villager also alleged
that the police, along with a
gaurakshak, shot at him.
Additional force was called to
the village, and the police
arrested an accomplice of the
criminal. An FIR was regis-
tered at Sadar Tauru police
station. The police said the
arrested accused was identi-
fied as Waris of Kharkhari vil-
lage in Nuh district. 

The other accused who mis-
led the police, identified as
Azaru, is admitted to hospital.
According to a complaint filed

by SI Mahender Singh, he
and his team were patrolling
at IMT, Rojka Meo, when they
received information that
Shahid and Waris were head-
ing toward Ghuspethi village
to commit a crime. The police
team reached near the vil-
lage, where the vehicle of the
accused was parked. Occu-
pants of the vehicle reported-
ly fired at the police party.

“A member of the police team
fired a shot into the air and
asked them to surrender, but
they started firing again. I fired
towards the driver’s feet. The
accused got out of the vehicle
and started running. Advani
and Waris were nabbed. In the
meantime, a large crowd gath-
ered in the area. One of them
was overpowered by the mob,
and to distract the police, they
shouted that Azaru had been
shot by the police. The mob
engaged in a scuffle with the
police team, and freed Shahid.
The mob then damaged the
vehicles with rods,” the SI said.

Bahadurgarh factory blast caused
by chemical reaction, says report
Jhajjar, May 28
The explosion at a chemical
factory in Bahadurgarh last
week was not caused by a
boiler blast, but was likely
triggered by an uncontrolled

chemical reaction inside a
kettle during the manufac-
turing process, according to
a report submitted by the
local office of the Depart-
ment of Industry and Com-
merce to Deputy Commis-
sioner Varsha Khangwal.

Confirming the findings, Joint
Director (Industry) Sanjit Kaur
ruled out initial speculation of a
boiler malfunction. Instead, she
pointed to several industrial risk
factors associated with chemical
manufacturing units handling
volatile and flammable sub-
stances such as vinyl acetate
monomer (VAM), a key ingredient
used in adhesive and PVA-based
production. The explosion
occurred at a factory in the
Modern Industrial Estate,
Bahadurgarh, on May 22,
leaving one worker dead and
seven others injured. — TNS


